
    

Philatelic Society of 
Lancaster County 

Visitors are Always 
Welcome 

PSLC meets the 2nd Wednesday 
of the month (except August) at 

the Bluebird Commons in 
Woodcrest Villa, 2001 Harris-

burg Ave, Lancaster, PA 17601 
at 7:00 PM. Dues are $10.00 a 
year. For club information call 
Lucy Eyster at 717-735-2586. 

Website: LCPS-Stamps.net 

PSLC Board Members 

President:                                       
Hal Klein, 717-272-5234 
halklein@comcast.net 

1st Vice President:        
Douglas Milliken, 717-330-4062    
dmilliken@me.com 

2nd Vice President:        
Charles DiComo, 914-450-3791     
charlesdicomo@gmail.com 

Past President:                          
Bill Greiner, III, 717-394-0879 
sunfighter@verizon.net 

Secretary:                                 
Diane Meek, 717-396-9262 
dimeek111@gmail.com 

Interim Treasurer:               
Lou DiFelice, 717-295-5536 
loudifelice@gmail.com 

Publicity:                                          
Len Kasper, 717-723-1864 
hotrodparts33@aol.com 

Membership & ATA:           
Lucy Eyster, 717-735-2586 
lucyeyster@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor:  
Programs, and APS Rep:                                
Paul Petersen, 717-299-5640, 
pcpetersen@comcast.net 

2016 Summer Picnic (See Page 3 for Directions) 
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Overrun Nations: 
A second Look 

“Older philatelists are well aware 
of President Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt’s passion for stamp collect-
ing and designing stamps. One 
design concept included the series 
known as, ‘The Overrun Countries 
Commemorative Issue’ (Scott 
#909-921). When the Post Office 
decided to turn the design into a 
stamp, the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing (B.E.P.) was too busy 
with wartime efforts to produce 
the series of stamps, so the B.E.P. 
contracted the printing with the 
American Bank Note Company 
(ABNC). In early 1942, the 
ABNC design staff prepared the 
new five cent design series, sug-
gested by FDR, then printed and 
released the first issue in Chicago, 
and at the White House, celebrat-
ing Poland on June 22, 1943.1   
FDR conceived these issues to be 
used by U.S. citizens and immi-
grants mailing letters and parcels 
to their family and friends in the 

Wed., 10 Aug. 6:00 PM 
 wMillersville Memorial Park 
wRemember to bring your ap-

petizer, side dish, or dessert 
wBurgers, hotdog, drinks, and 
condiments will be provided 

wGames & Prizes 
wSpecial Award 

Brought to you by              
Lucy Eyster and Co.       

Table Management, Inc. 
Chefs: Mike Shirley and 

Paul Petersen. 
Bill Greiner III, Supervis-

ing 
Dennis & Joy Bouchard, 

Gamemeisters 
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foreign countries represented 
on the stamps, a symbolic way 
of the U.S. supporting each 
country in Europe in its fight 
against Nazi tyranny. Five 
cents was the 1 oz. U.P.U. 
International Surface Letter 
Mail Rate. There was a prob-
lem, however. When the U.S. 
entered the war in 12/41, mail 
was suspended to the countries 
that the stamps were issued to 
support! And even if some 
mail got through, the German 
S/S Wehrmacht Censors had 
orders to remove these stamps 
from covers when passing 
through censored stations. The 
Overrun Nations issue had no 
valid usage within the U.S. For 
a solo rate, its only use was in 
combination with other stamps 
to pay parcel post, airmail, 
registered mail rate, service 
rate, etc.  
The series of stamps was re-
buked by collectors and reviled 
in the philatelic press due to 
the poor quality of the initial 
releases (Poland, Czechoslo-
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vakia, Norway, Luxembourg). This 
was coupled with ABNC’s refusal to 
disclose any information on how the 
stamps were printed; ABNC had 
invented a new printing methodolo-
gy, an engraving-lithography combi-
nation printing process, and they did 
not want to divulge it to the industry 
(i.e. Scott’s, Western Philatelic, 
Stamps, Linn’s). The entire philatel-
ic world was, in one word, “out-
raged!” 
George B. Sloan wrote in his 
“Sloan’s Column” (Stamps, 10 July 
1943) “You are at liberty to rhapso-
dize over the new stamp if you like 
but no one will be obliged to agree 
with you, and the item will be of 
disappointment to many. With prop-
er reverence due ‘artistic tempera-
ment,’ I fail nevertheless to discern 
that any measure of ‘inspiration’ 
went into designing of this stamp, 
and the quality of the engraving 
definitely is not the best…”. The 
article continues, “If you contem-
plate addressing the American Bank 
Note Co., …for any information 
respective of this issue, save your 
postage. (See Pg.-2)                           

Picnic Begins at 6:00, Wednesday, 10 August 2016  
See map & directions below. Please note early starting time. 

The James Buchannan Chapter of (#173) of 
the American Philatelic Society                     

Chapter 118 of the American Topical Society 

From Hal’s Stamp Den 

Baseball Game Deadline 
Wednesday, 17 August is 
the deadline to sign 
up/pay for the 8 Septem-
ber Barnstormer’s game. 

"Older philatelists are 
well aware of President 
Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt’s passion for 
stamp collecting and 
designing stamps; one 
design concept includ-
ed the series known as, 
“The Overrun Coun-
tries Commemorative 
Issue” (Scott #909-
921). " 
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(FROM THR PRESIDENT: Pg.-
1) If they run true to form, they’ll 
tell you nothing—positively noth-
ing.”2 And so it continued through 
ABNC’s bankruptcy in 1999, noth-
ing, positively nothing was divulged 
on the Overrun Nations issue. 
 
Because of this, little philatelic 
research has been done on the issue 
for 70 years. Max G. Johl did a brief 
section on each issue in Volume II 
of The United States Commemora-
tive Stamps of the Twentieth Cen-
tury1 in 1947, while Engel’s Flag 
Stamp Varieties Catalog-1945 has 
been the bible for anyone collecting 
the issue. 
 
Now, 71 years later, one brave spe-
cialist, Keith Litchman of Staten 
Island, N.Y., has picked-up the 
gauntlet. He is methodically re-
searching each issue and writing a 
series of books, one per stamp, 
highlighting errors, plate varieties, 
reverse printings, color varieties, 
gum, paper and script varieties and 
more of the Overrun Nations Issue. 
It was time to show full four-color 
photos of each item enlarged so that 
it can be clearly seen. 
 
Last month, Keith released the 
fourth book in the series, The Lux-
embourg Stamp and its Varieties. 
This full color, 76-page, spiral 
bound reference book is a “must-
have” for the serious U.S. philatelist 
and collector. Here’s the reason 
why: 
 
Keith’s research papers and books 
are thorough. They are excellent if 
you want to put together anything 
from a basic to a specialty collec-
tion. How do I know? I have the 
first three books (and just bought 
the fourth) and I have located every 
single one of varieties pictured -- I 
repeat – I have located every plate 
variety (plus a few new ones) and 
every flyspeck - one-for-one –100% 
in all three books!  
 
It has been great fun searching for 
the varieties and even more fun 
making my own pages to show the 
plate varieties, plus sharing my 
findings with Keith. Poland-Book 1 
and Czechoslovakia-Book 2 are 
available: 
www.stampmankeith.com. 
 
To obtain info and prices for Nor-
way-Book 3 and Luxembourg-Book 
4 contact klichtman@verizon.net. 
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REFERENCES: 
1. The United States  Commem-
orative Stamps of the Twentieth 
Century, Volume II, 1935-1947 
by Max G. Johl; © 1947; H.L. 
Lindquist, Inc., N.Y.C., NY.  
382 pps. 
2. Sloane's Column by George 
B. Sloan compiled by George T. 
Turner (Editor); © 1961 Bureau 
Issues Association, Inc., Somer-
ville, MA. 467pps. 
See you in September, Hal 
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Opening: President Hal Klein 
opened the meeting at 7:05 pm. 
He extended his appreciation for 
the new format of the newsletter.  

Minutes: The June Minutes and 
Treasurer’s Reports as contained 
in the July Newsletter were ap-
proved unanimously by voice 
vote. Attendance was 39. 

Membership: Lucy Eyster in-
troduced John Perotti of E-
Town, our newest member, and 
he collects U.S. She added that 
Steve Wander has renewed his 
membership after a lapse of 
time. Welcome John and Steve. 
Aaron Heckler of the Reading 
Club was a guest. He is a collec-
tor of PA Postal History.  

Drawing: Tim Boland won a 
U.S. Western Legends sheet, and 
John Hostetter won a portable 
raincoat, a most appropriate item 
since it has been raining heavily 
all day and evening.  

OLD BUSINESS: Summer 
Picnic: Paul gave an update on 
the picnic for next month. Info is 
on Pg.-1 of this newsletter and 
directions are on Pg.-3. He 
passed out the sign-up sheet for 
last licks and will send an email 
blast to remind any stragglers 
who wish to attend. 
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Baseball: The Barnstormer’s 
game will be at 7:00 pm on 
Thursday, 8 September. Paul 
passed around the sign-up sheet, 
and he will be in touch with 
those who will be attending. $9 
per person is due to him by 17 
August, and fifteen are needed 
for the reduced rate block seats. 

NEW BUSINESS: Classic 
Reproductions: Lucy an-
nounced that club member Bob 
Larken has offered to take or-
ders for the U.S. Classic Stamps 
that were available only at NY-
2016 and Kansas City. If you 
are interested in this souvenir 
sheet (@$2.85), see Lucy.  

December Dinner: Lucy solic-
ited input from those willing to 
do a 2-3 minute presentation at 
the 14 December Dinner on 
their other collectibles or hobby 
interests. Please see her to sign 
up. Related, she is seeking input 
to fill a display case of Christ-
mas philatelic items at Wood-
crest for the month of Decem-
ber. See Lucy if interested.  

Newsletter: Paul discussed the 
new newsletter format and 
computer program, and he 
asked if any had problems open-
ing their e-documents. He apol-
ogized that the by-line for Pres-
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ident Hal’s column inadvertently 
was covered up during editing. He 
hopes to de-bug this all over the 
next few months. He will also be 
soliciting club members’ experi-
ences at NY-2016. 

Article of Distinction: APS Rep-
resentative Paul P. announced that 
Hal Klein’s article in the February 
Newsletter has been added to the 
APS compilation of “Articles of 
Distinction” on their website.     
1st VP Doug Milliken presented 
Hal a framed certificate in honor 
of this accomplishment (Image 
produced below**) 

July Program: Dennis Shumaker 
presented Civil War covers, and 
discussed whether they were for-
geries or not. There was evidence 
pro and con. Unfortunately, the 
BlueBird projector was not work-
ing sufficiently to show his Pow-
erPoint items. Paul showed them 
to members from his laptop 
screen. These covers are repro-
duced on pg.-3. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Opening:  $3,494.51   (1June) 

Income:    $1,698.72 

Expenses: $302.88 

Balance:   $4890.35  (30 June) 

3 DCs valued $6,966.31 

July 2016 Minutes & Treasury 
Joy Bouchard, Acting Secretary & Lou DiFelice, Interim Treasurer 

PSLC President Hal Klein (r) 
accepts a Certificate of Honor 
from Vice President Doug Milli-
ken (l) in recognition of his news-
letter Article of Distinction which 
has been permanently posted on 
the website of the American Phil-
atelic Association. This was an 
article in the February-‘16 news-
letter regarding Hal’s exploits as a 
boy at the Lebanon Post Office.  

Remembering 
NY-2016 

Lucy Eyster has been very dedi-
cated to the American Topical 
Association, attending the yearly 
shows across the U.S. There she 
volunteers at least half her time. 
NY-2016 for Lucy was like a 
homecoming. She got to visit the 
ATA table and catch up with 
many friends that she has made 
over the years. Here she notes that 
the people are as important as the 
stamps and covers. 
At USPS she serviced Lancopex 
cachets with NY-2016 stamps and 
cancels, and then had time for 
purchasing new issues from 16 
countries. Finally she got to meet 
and talk with her philatelic hero-
ine, Denise MCCarty, the Senior 
Editor of Linn’s Stamp News. 

** 
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Directions to the Park: Driv- 
ing west into Millersville from Lan- 
caster on 999, the Park is on the 
north side of 999 (Manor Ave.) just 
west of the intersection of George 
Street with 999. (See map below) 
Also, across the street from the park 
is the Barn Door Restaurant, and to 
the east is Herr’s Market. We’ll be 
meeting in Pavilion-A, the big one 
just down the hill and on the left. 
Park right behind the pavilion in 
the large adjacent lot.  1st VP Doug 
Milliken was so successful ordering 
perfect picnic weather last year that 
he has agreed to an encore again at 
this year’s soiree. 

Picnic            
Opportunity 

Following this year’s event, Lucy 
and Paul will be retiring from the 
management of the Picnic Planning 
Business. That being said, they will 
still be available to help. They see 
this time as an opportunity for new 
blood, different people to take over 
the picnic leadership.  
The picnic can continue as it has 
been, as there are full records in-
cluding what is needed to do and to 
purchase. Documents for food 
items, sign-ups, and timelines are 
available all ready to go. 
Furthermore, new club visionaries 
may have other ideas for the event 
to propose to membership. The sky 
is the limit. The club is blessed with 
many who volunteer to help and 
assist, but taking “ownership” is 
equally important. Someone has to 
be in charge.  
The life of any club is mission, 
growth, outreach, and leadership. 
Rotation for event managers is as 
important as it is for board mem-
bers and officers.  
So please think about it. Getting 
involved in your club is the best 
way to get to meet new people and 
make friends while taking owner-
ship of an important function of the 
organization. This does not have to 
be an “until death do you part” 
assignment if everyone takes a turn. 
See Lucy & Paul if interested.  

Club Notes 
Programs, Hosts & 

Shows 
2016 Programs 

14 September: Fall Auction. Fred 
Mackey and Fred Sargent, Hosts 

12 October: 1.) The 5¢ Enclosed 
Rate. Bill Schultz. 2.) Mark 
Schwartz, APS Director, “Q&A.” 
Lucy Eyster, Hostess 

9 November: ‘16 Open House and 
Members’ One-Page Exhibits. Len 
Kasper and Paul Petersen. Vern 
Marten, Host 

14 December: Dinner  

2017 Programs 

11 January: Winter Auction. Doug 
Milliken, Host 

8 February: Prexies, Hal Klein 

8 March: 1.) “Chasing Jenny-A 
Philatelic Mystery,” Jeff Stage.    
2.) Lancopex prep. 

12 April: U.S. Postal Rates: 1792-
1869, Bill Schultz 

10 May: Collectibles and Your 
Estate. Patti S. Spencer, Esq. 

14 June: Spring Auction 

12 July: TBA 

9 August: Mid-Summer Picnic, 
Millersville Memorial Park 

12 September: Fall Auction 

11 October: Confederate Philately, 
Trish Kaufmann 

8 November: Open House and 
One-Page Exhibits 

13 December: Dinner 

 2016 Shows 

Some Sundays Stamp Bourse:         
21 August, and 18 December. Farm 
& Home Center,  Kevin Kellman 
(K2), Manager, 301-371-4558. 

Baltimore: Balpex. 2-4 September, 
Hunt Valley Marriot. 

Harrisburg: Capital City Philatelic 
Society-Sunday, 9 October 2016 
Lindmuth Elementary School. 

Reading: Saturday, 5 November, 
Leesport Farm Market, Route 61 
just north of Leesport.  

Wedded Marital Bliss 

Mike Matus says that he is the male version 
of a child bride, but he can’t deny that he and 
his lovely wife Myra just celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary. They received a won-
derful gift of a sheet of personalized anniver-
sary stamps made by zazzle.com. Congrats!! 

Need a ride to Balpex? 
Call Paul: 717-299-5640 

Philatelic Covers Revisited 

Above are Dennis Shumaker’s two Civil War covers. Audiovisual 
difficulties at the time of the presentation reduced us to viewing 
these on a small laptop computer screen. They were sold as genuine, 
but an opinion has stated that they are forgeries. Look at the details 
and share your opinion with Dennis. You can enlarge these images 
on your computer screen for a closer look. He would like to hear 
from you. Contact him at hdshumaker@embarqmail.com. 

Organizing Your Collection-I 

1

Dick Colberg forwarded the 
recommendations from Bubba 
Bland, the President of the 
Mexico Collectors Organiza-
tion. There are several of these 
which I will include episodical-
ly in the newsletter. 
Collectors find themselves with 
boxes, piles, shelves and 
rooms(!) with stuff, stuff that 
they “will get around to one 
day.” Be honest with yourself; 
you’re going through your 
mental checklist of your stuff 
as you read this column. 
The question is what to do 
about it. One of the first tasks is 
to separate your important ma-
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terial from your backup. What 
do you do with all your doubles, 
or varieties of a favorite stamp or 
cover? You can’t keep every-
thing. Let’s start with stamps. 
Your country albums are already 
well organized, but what about 
duplicates, varieties, and related 
stamps that do not fit nicely in 
your album pages.  
One idea is to have a specialty 
collection of the particular stamp 
or set. And to do this, Bland 
recommends making your own 
custom computer generated al-
bum pages. Next time, I’ll share 
some of his ideas for doing this 
and the resources to do so.  Ed✜ 
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Musings: Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln, and the Constitution 
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With both presidential conventions 
in the past, I am looking forward to 
a little quiet time until the cam-
paigning season heats up after Labor 
Day. But from all the news, I kept 
hearing two terms, slavery and the 
Constitution. There must be a link. 

I checked my date calendar (as I 
often do) to see what happened his-
torically on the day of our meeting, 
10 August. There I found a link that 
jumped out with slavery and the 
Constitution: Frederick Douglass.  

On 10 August 1863 Frederick 
Douglass had his historic meeting 
with Abraham Lincoln and some 
cabinet members. He was concerned 
with several aspects of the Negro 
troops in the Union Army and Lin-
coln’s lethargy in dealing with this. 
Douglass started his day with a 
meeting with Sec’y of War, Edwin 
Stanton who was business-like but 
sympathetic; he directed Douglass to 
the White House. This meeting is 
depicted in the well-known painting 
by Edward Scott, Frederick 
Douglass Appealing to President 
Lincoln and his Cabinet to Enlist 
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Negros. This painting is housed 
in the Library of Congress.  

Douglass considered the meeting 
with the President as somewhat 
satisfactory. Yes, there was some 
agreement, but Lincoln did not 
share Douglass’ zeal. There were 
three major areas of discussion. 
First, while many of the Negro 
troops in the Union army were 
behind the lines or in garrison 
duty, those in infantry units who 
were captured were either execut-
ed or sold back into slavery. This 
was very different from the white 
Union prisoners of war. (Though 
when one reads of the Civil War 
prison conditions, on both sides, 
treatment was anything but good.) 
Douglass wanted protection for 
these soldiers. As they spoke 
there was a new retribution plan 
in place, so when there was the 
excessive mistreatment of the 
Negro POWs, similar steps would 
be taken against the CSA POWs. 

The second issue was related to 
the first, that of equal pay of Ne-
gro and white soldiers in the Un-
ion army. Lincoln agreed that this 
was necessary, but the process 
was slow, not taking effect until 
15 June 1864. It was retroactive 
to the first of the year. Further, 
troops could apply for back pay 
for the years 1863 and 1864. 

The third major issue was for a 

Philatelic Society of Lancaster County 
P.O. Box 6053 
Lancaster, PA 17607-6053 
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guarantee for promotion for 
Negro troops who performed 
meritorious service. Lincoln 
told Douglass that he would 
approve any commission 
that came to his desk from 
Sec’y of War E.M. Stanton.  

Around the age of 20 (1838), 
Douglass escaped slavery to 
New York. There he met and 
was befriended by abolition-
ist William Lloyd Garrison 
who would be influential in 
ss’ early education. 

Initially Douglass agreed 
with Garrison’s view that the 
framers of Constitution in-
tentionally used the docu-
ment to preserve the institu-
tion of slavery. By the early 
1850s, Douglass viewed this 
very differently, that the 
Constitution in the context of 
Federal jurisdiction could 
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not support slavery. Unfortunately 
their friendship ended over this. 

On what did Douglass base his think-
ing? First, he read the writings of the 
framers at the time they drafted and 
ratified the Constitution. He found no 
evidence that their intent was to pre-
serve slavery.  

In the Declaration of Independence, 
Douglass interpreted “We the peo-
ple…” as meaning all people, black 
and white alike. And in the Constitu-
tion he saw the statute of limitations 
on the import of slaves into the U.S. 
for only another twenty (20) years as 
light at the end of the tunnel for the 
phasing out of slavery.   

Finally, Douglass called on Natural 
Law, a body of laws derived from 
God, nature, and reason which ethical-
ly binds a society. Some synonyms 
include the Golden Rule, moral au-
thority, integrity, rules of conduct, and 
more. From the Bible, Douglass cites 
the book Acts (17:26): And He has 
made all nations of men of one blood 
to dwell on all the face of the earth, 
ordaining fore-appointed seasons and 
boundaries of their dwelling. 

In the election of 1864 amid a divided 
Republican party, Douglass supported 
John C. Fremont, Lincoln’s challenge 
for the presidential nomination. 
Douglass never shrank from a chal-
lenge for a good cause.              Ed✜ 


