
P h i l a t e l i c So c i e t y o f 
La n c a s t e r Co u n t y 

T h e J a m e s B u c h a n a n C h a p t e r ( # 1 7 3 ) o f t h e  
A m e r i c a n P h i l a t e l i c S o c i e t y 

C h a p t e r 1 1 8 o f t h e A m e r i c a n T o p i c a l A s s n . 

J u n e , 2 0 1 6   

Meeting Begins at 7:00, Wednesday,  8 June 2016  
Bluebird Commons / Woodcrest Villa. Dennis Shumaker, Host 

Doors Open at  6:30-Come Early to View the Auction Lots  

Volume 79, No.5  

The awaited spring auction is 
here. It’s always a good time 
to find new collecting inter-
ests. By law, the auction is 
only open to paid-up mem-
bers, but if visitors sign up for 
membership and pay dues, 
they may participate in all our 
auction events in 2016. There 
are neither seller nor buyer 
premiums at our auctions.  

Instructions: A number will 
be assigned to you when you 
arrive and register. Please 
place this number on all your 
lots. Attach an item/lot de-
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•  Bio: Charles DiComo 

•  PSLC @ NY-2016 

•  Musings: Lancopex 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME 

PSLC Meets the 2nd 
Wednesday of the month 
(except August)  at The 
Bluebir d Commons in  
Woodcrest Villa, 2001 Har-
r isburg Ave, Lancaster , PA 
17601 at 7:00 PM. Dues are 
$10.00. For c lub info, call 
Lucy Eyster: 717.735-2586 

Website: lcps-stamps.org         

President:                        
Hal Klein, 717-272-5234      
halklein@comcast.net 

1st  Vice President:                      
Doug Milliken, 717-330-4062                           
dmilliken@me.com 

2nd   Vice President:     
Charles DiComo, 914-450-3791 
charlesdicomo@gmail.com 

Past President :                       
Bill Greiner III , 717-394-0879                                                                                              
sunfighter@verizon.net 

Secretary:                       
Diane Meek ,717-396-9262 
dimeek111@gmail.com 

Interim Treasurer:                       
Lou DiFelice ,717-295-5536 
Loudifelice@gmail.com 

Publicity:                         
Len Kasper,  717-723-1864                             
hotrodparts33@aol.com 

Membership  &  ATA 
Representative :                               
Lucy Eyster, 717-735-2586                            
lucyeyster@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Editor, Pro-
grams, &  APS Rep:       
Paul Petersen, 717-299-5640 
pcpetersen@comcast.net 

There was lots of activity 
during and after the May 
meeting to benefit PSLC. This 
included a revised Auction 
Form to be available in hard 
and digital copy; the creation 
of a Proofreading Committee 
(Hal & Charles so far); Inter-
net and Facebook revisions; 
the bus trip to NY-2016; the 
PSLC History Project; the 
Boy Scout Merit Badge;  the 
August Picnic; a possible 
Thaddeus Stevens stamp; and 
baseball. There will be much 
more of this to come in future 
issues. Membership chair-
woman Lucy Eyster an-
nounced proudly that “We 
have 94 dues paying mem-
bers-an organization high.” 

Tara Murray, the Head Librar-
ian of the APRL, is assisting 
us with the history project by 
locating copies of PSLC 
newsletters including five 
issues of “The Stamp Scene” 
from 1969. There will be more 
about this project over the 
next several months this year.  

If you have a Facebook ac-
count, please “LIKE” us at the 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF 
LANCASTER COUNTY. 
This is an excellent place to 
exchange ideas, stamps, and 
covers. If you do not have a 
Facebook account, copy the 
link below into your web 
browser and hit return.  

Bob Noble has been diligently 

From the Stamp Den 

scription including catalogue 
number, value and condition if 
appropriate, and minimum bid 
accepted. The document sup-
plied by the club will assist 
you in this description and 
speed things up a great deal.   

Fiscal transactions will only 
take place after the last item 
has been sold. Further, the 
auction committee recom-
mends the following:  Bring 
cash whenever possible to pay 
for the items you win, and  
Keep a running total of items 
you have won and sold based 
on the prices realized.            

updating the club website 
with a new look and new 
feel. There are new tabs and 
pages, along with a work list 
of items to complete. If you 
have ideas to share, locate 
the “CONTACT US” and 
send suggestions. Visit us at 
www.lcps-stamps.org. 

Finally, I would like to leave 
you with one of my favorite 
quotes in philately: “Stamp 
collecting dispels boredom, 
enlarges our vision, broad-
ens our knowledge, makes us 
better citizens, and in innu-
merable ways, enriches our 
lives.” President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt.  

Have a great summer. Hal  

Finally, firmly attach your 
s a l e s i n f o r m a t i o n 
(description, cat. value, min. 
bid etc.) to the item, then 
you’ll be correctly credited 
with the sale.  

Bidding rules remain the 
same as previous auctions.    

The minimum bid is $1.00.  
The minimum bidding 

increment is 50¢.  Each 
club member is allowed 10 
lots.   You may also donate 
items for the auction and 
have the realization go to 
PSLC. All donated items are 
greatly appreciated.  

Spring Auction...The Enthusiasm Is Infectious  

https://www.facebook.com/Philatelic-Society-of-Lancaster-County-1448161138840784 

http://www.lcps-stamps.org
https://www.facebook.com/Philatelic-Society-of-Lancaster-County-1448161138840784
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club members to indicate if they 
will attend and what food they 
will be bringing. Needed are 
salads, side dishes, and desserts.  

APS Election: As APS represen-
tative, Paul asked members for 
feedback on their choices for 
APS officers. He referred to the 
APS handout already circulated 
and the website for candidate 
information. Contact him soon, as 
he will be submitting the club 
ballot next week. 

New Business: 

Thaddeus Stevens: Paul an-
nounced that there are petitions  
at the club table for members to 
send to the CSAC recommending 
a postage stamp to honor Lancas-
trian Thaddeus Stevens.  

Show ‘n Tell: In light of to-
night’s PowerPoint presentation, 
Dave Silcox brought in an inter-
esting piece of history from the 
1947 International Stamp Show 
in NY. Via local auction he pur-
chased the 1st place award plate 
of Jere H. Barr of Reading, PA 
for his exhibit on Lombardy. Barr 
was a founder of the Reading 
Stamp Club, and his grandfather 
was the founder of Barr’s Dis-
patch. 

Program: Paul Petersen gave a 
PowerPoint presentation on the 
1913 through 1947 U.S. Interna-
tional Stamp Shows.   

Treasury Report 

Opening:   $5064.50 (1 Apr) 

Income:      $524.00 

Expenses:   $2,093.99  

Close:        $3,494.51 (30 Apr) 

3-CDs valued at $6,949.88 

Opening: Pres. Klein opened 
the meeting at 7:10 pm. 

Minutes: The April Minutes  
and Treasurer’s Report as 
published in the May Newslet-
ter were approved unani-
mously by voice vote. 

Membership: Lucy Eyster 
announced that as of the         
3 May roster, PSLC had 94 
dues-paying members. She 
introduced the club’s two 
newest members, Mike Mar-
ino and John Hostetter. John 
collects U.S., Asia, architec-
ture, Coats of Arms, and de-
finitive sets. Attendance-41.  

Drawing: Door prizes were 
won by Len Kasper and Lucy 
Eyster.   

Club Treasurer: Hal an-
nounced that club treasurer, 
Bill Snyder has resigned, but 
he will remain an active PSLC 
member. Lou DiFelice has 
agreed to step in until the next 
election is held.  

Old Business 

2016 Lancopex: The show 
was reviewed with the conclu-
sion that it went well in all 
aspects including the food, 
Post Office, displays, happy 
dealers, and show cover. Rec-
ommended for 2017: Consider 
a later closing time for Friday 
evening. Provide additional 
help for the dealers in setting 
up. Place stamp & cover dis-
plays in a more visible loca-
tion. Check frames before 
show for presence of all secu-
rity screws and replace as 
needed. The show is reviewed 
in the May PSLC Newsletter.  

There will be a Lancopex 
debriefing meeting at 7:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, 18 May 
at Lucy’s apartment.  

Club History Project: Hal 
provided an update on this 
initiative. He received some 
helpful documents & informa-
tion from Ron Tweed whose 
dad was a founding member of 
our club in the late 1920s 

Club Website: Hal reported 
that RD Noble has updated the 
club website to include multi-
ple philatelic links. See 
www.lcps-stamps.org.  

Vacancy: Hal announced that 
Charles DiComo has agreed to 
serve as 2nd Vice President. A 
motion was made, seconded, 
and approved unanimously.  

Bus Trek to NY2016: Roy 
Baardsen announced that the 
2nd June trip is coming soon 
and encouraged participants to 
pre-register on the show web-
site for an ID badge. This will 
speed up registration when we 
arrive. The bus will leave from 
the Garden Café at 7:00 and 
from Lowes off Rt. 222 at 
7:30 for the Reading club. 

Boy Scouts Merit Badge 
Counselors: Hal and Paul led 
a discussion on this issue, and 
it was decided to determine 
the extent of the need of this 
service before we go through 
the regulation to get certified.  

Summer Picnic: Paul an-
nounced that this is scheduled 
for 6:00 at Millersville Memo-
rial Park on our August meet-
ing date of 10 August. In June 
he will have sign-up sheets for 
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June Biography 

Charles DiComo 
Dr. Charles DiComo is a life-long 
philatelist/numismatist and is active 
in the philatelic community. He is 
the Editor-in-Chief of the Chair-
man’s Chatter, SCRAP Administra-
tor, Webmaster, and Life Member of 
the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society. 
Inc. He is on the Board of Directors 
and Webmaster for the Empire State 
Postal History Society; an ex officio 
member (10 years) of the Council of 
Philatelists at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution’s National Postal Museum; 
and he maintains active member-
ships in the American Philatelic 
Society (30 years), British North 
American Philatelic Society (25 
years), Carriers and Locals Society, 
Collectors Club of NY, Postal His-
tory Society, Philatelic Society of 
Lancaster County, and the United 
S t a t e s S t a m p S o c i e t y .                          

Charles is currently Administrative 
Director of Lab Integration and 
Planning for WellSpan Health, a 
large integrated healthcare system 
located in south-central Pennsyl-
vania. He lives in East Hempfield, 
and he is married to Kathleen Rose 
with two daughters, McKenna Rose 
(13) and Mia Santina (10), both 
stamp collectors like their father. 
Charles fondly shares how he 
learned about stamp collecting from 
his uncle with multiple sclerosis.  
Since then, he’s never looked back.   

WISH FOR THE WORLD: These Airmail facsimile stick-up notes 
were given to children visiting the Youth Area at NY-16. They were 
asked to write their “Wish for the world.” There were 100s of them 
posted, clustering into several themes: ·Peace in the world; ·More environ-
mental regulations; ·That all children would have a mommy and a daddy; 
·That all teachers would get bigger salaries; ·More help for the endangered 
species; ·That people would drive less; ·Global warming, and others. 

http://www.lcps-stamps.org
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take home to PSLC to try  to 
kick-start a junior program.  

There he ran into Chrissy 
Nieves ( ) and her daughter, 
Faith at the Geography Ta-
ble; they were identifying as 
many countries as possible.  

There were over 200 dealers 
in the wide-aisled bourse 
area.( ) Mouths dropped at 
the prices of some of the 
items; one as high as $1M.  
Ed

 

found a Civil War 
bond from 2/10/1865 for 
$1.00. He still loves junk.( )  

Let’s all plan to attend the 
Boston World Show in 2016. 

The show was above all ex-
pectations despite leaving 
home at 6:30 am and arriving 
in Lancaster at 11:10 pm.             

The Javits Center was very 
welcoming with signage, lots 
of space, and good lighting.   

As always, heartfelt thanks 
go to our Trekmeisters, Roy 
K. Baardsen & Co. as seen 
below (L R) with Mike 
Bach, Mike Matus, Peter 
Baney, and, of course, Roy.  

With 43 riders, the bus left 
Lancaster at 7:10 am and ar-
rived at 10:45. Dennis 
Shumaker & Lucy Eyster won 
the pool, both predicting an 
arrival time of 10:45 in NYC. 

USPS was busy, though on 
Day-6 of the show, the lines 
were more civilized. There 
were several first day issues 
this week; all were available. 

      

Below Joy Bouchard and 
Doug Milliken explore the 
philatelic microscopes and 
laptops in the busy adult sec-
tion late in the afternoon. ( ) 

The Youth Area was at least 
1500 sq. feet! And  because he 
looked young, Ed

 

was given 
a tour and some goodies to 
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Club Notes 
Programs/Hosts/Shows  

Future 2016 Programs 

13 July: The 2¢/5¢ Washington Frank-
lin Errors. Dennis Shumaker. Jim Zio-
gas, Host 

10 August: Late Summer Picnic, Mil-
lersville Memorial Park 

14 September: Fall Auction. Fred 
Mackey and Fred Sargent, Hosts 

12 October: TBA. Lucy Eyster, Host-
ess 

9 November: ‘16 Open House and 
One-Page Exhibits, Len Kasper & Paul 
Petersen. Vern Marten, Host 

14 December: Dinner  

2017 Programs 

11 January: Winter Auction. Doug 
Milliken, Host 

8 February: AOS Video: Topic TBA 

8 March: 1.) Lancopex Preparation 

12 April: U.S. Postal Rates: 1792-
1869, Bill Schultz 

10 May: Collectibles and Your Estate. 
Patti S. Spencer, Esq. 

14 June: Spring Auction  

2016 Shows 

Some Sundays Stamp Bourse:         
26 June, 21 August, and 18 December. 
Farm & Home Center,  Kevin Kellman 
(K2), Manager, 301-371-4558. 

SCOPEX: 18-19 June, APS, Belle-
fonte, PA. dheller5720@yahoo.com 

Eastern PA Stamp Show: 25 June. 
Allentown. sirjun@verizon.net 

BALPEX: 2-4: September. Hunt Val-
ley, MD. Balpex@verizon.net 

Barnstormers Baseball: 6 to 10 
September, 7:00pm, Clipper Stadium 

Thaun Pham and Tony 
Coccio examining their new 
purchases at NY-2016  

 



S o m e f u r t h e r t h o u g h t s o n L a n c o p e x 
Al S chaub and Char l es DiCo mo 

Philatelic Society of Lancaster County 

PO Box 6053 

Lancaster, PA 17607-6053 
For many years PSLC member 
and recently-retired stamp dealer 
Al Schaub has given some 
thought to this serious recom-
mendation as but one way to help 
preserve our Lancopex in the not-
too-distant future. Ed.

 
Lancopex-2016 was a very enjoy-
able and successful stamp show. 
As is obvious, the success did not 
just happen; it was the result of 
excellent show leadership and the 
efforts of a large number of club 
members. But what will the future 
look like? 

Although very successful in 2016, 
I see a threat looming in future 
years. During the past few years 
our club has been faced with in-
creased show expense, primarily in 
the form of a rent increase for the 
venue. To achieve an acceptable 
way of meeting this increased 
costs, the club has raised dealer 
table rent. May I suggest that to 
continue doing this would drive 
away some dealers, especially 
those who have to pay for distant 
mileage, meals, and hotels.  

In addition to added expenses, 
many dealers are experiencing a 
decrease in revenue and profits, as 
our hobby slowly shrinks. Even if 
a profit is achieved, a dealer is 
likely to ponder whether the profit 
is worth the time and effort re-

quired to achieve it. 

With the problem being one 
of adequately meeting show 
expenses while not driving 
away dealers, what can be 
done to solve the problem? 
My recommendation is to 
consider a $2.00 admission 
charge in 2017 or 2018 with 
children being excluded and, 
perhaps a fifty cent discount 
for those people presenting 
their mailed show advertising 
postcards. 

In regard to a modest admis-
sion charge, this practice has 
been in place for many years 
at postcard shows and by 
some stamp show sponsors. 
Also, its effect would be 
minimal if all of the stamp 
clubs in Central Pennsylvania 
put the admission charge in 
place. 

As an active dealer I did not 
feel comfortable expressing 
the above idea. With Lan-
copex 2016 being my final, 
and very successful show, I 
would now like to put away 
my stock books and put on 
my consultant’s hat. In a fu-
ture newsletter, I will discuss 
some other ideas related to 
Lancopex finances and opera-
tions that I hope will make a 
contribution. Al Schaub. 

Last fall Dr. Charles Di-
Como became active with 
PSLC and has made contri-
butions to our speaking 
schedule, Newsletter, 1-Page 
exhibits, and our digital com-
munications. You can see his 
accomplished philatelic biog-
raphy on pg.-2, but you will 
notice that one philatelic 
element he has never done is 
exhibiting. Below is his per-
sonal reflection to displaying 
his stamps and covers for the 
very first time. Ed.

 

At this year’s Lancopex I had 
the pleasure of displaying 
representative stamps and 
postal history items from my 
U.S. 3 Cent 1851-1857 issue 
collection. At first I thought, 
“Why would anyone want to 
see my items?,” or, for that 
matter, be interested in what I 
have been amassing and re-
searching for well over 30 
years. After attending and 
presenting at our Society 
meetings, I then realized that 
there is a great interest in 
learning and sharing, as well 
as very broad collecting inter-
ests by our members. This 
was the first time I have dis-
played my items in frames in 
a public forum. It was an 
honor to be asked and a little 
nerve racking at first trying to 

select items to fill the four 
frames. Once the pages were 
laid out, I took a few photos 
for posterity and to share with 
my two daughters (fledgling 
stamp collectors themselves). 

Then I stood to the side while 
stamp enthusiasts, young and 
old, stopped by my exhibit to 
view, ask questions, and share 
their stories. I highly recom-
mend you consider displaying 
your collection at the next 
show and make a few new 
friends along the way. CDiC        

Upright Jenny 
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